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Short History of 
Prairie Wheat 

Red Fife
Marquis
Selkirk 



Just some pics of Dave 
Fife and Sir Charles 
Saunders and their 
wheats… we don’t have 
to use but I thought they 
were neato.

You Can’t 
Grow That 

Here
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Grain Farming in Canada





The geographical spread of these impacts is tied to the location of the major industries in the supply chain.
The bulk of cereal grain production takes place in the west, while much of the later-stage processing takes 
place in the east.



Canadian Wheat

• 10 Wheat Classes in the West
• 7 Wheat Classes in the East
• Many varieties for growers to choose 

• Each class with different 
specifications for milling and end 
products
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Share of Total 
Wheat Production,
by class, 2022

Canada Western 
Amber Durum 
(CWAD), 16%

Canada Western 
Red Spring 

(CWRS), 62%

Canada Prairie 
Spring Red (CPSR), 

7%

Canada Northern 
Hard Red (CNHR), 

3%

Other Winter 
Wheats, 8%

Other, 4%

2022 production

Source: Statistics Canada, 2023
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Canada Western Red Spring (CWRS)
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Canada Western Amber Durum (CWAD)
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Canada Eastern Soft Red Winter (CESRW)

 Soft wheat with excellent milling       
quality

 Four milling grades available
 Largest winter wheat class in Canada
 Grown primarily in Southern Ontario
 Production capable of supporting 

domestic and international demand
 Competes with US SRW



CerealsCanada.ca

Canada’s consumption 
of wheat 

We’re our own biggest customer

Consumption of Canadian Wheat (2022)

Canada – 3.29 million tonnes

China – 2.13 million tonnes

Japan – 1.82 million tonnes

United States – 1.7 million tonnes
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Canadian 
Wheat Exports
This chart shows the annual export share 
for Canadian wheat (excluding durum) 
from 2018-22.

Canada averaged approximately 18 
million tonnes of non-durum wheat 
exports over this period.  

The versatility of Canadian wheat and 
need for high quality drives demand 
across diverse markets.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2023

China 11%

Indonesia 11%

Japan 9%

United States of 
America 8%

Colombia 7%

Peru 7%
Bangladesh 6%

Mexico 4%

Ecuador 4%

Nigeria 4%

Others 29%

18 MT
(non-durum)
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Canadian 
Durum Exports
This chart shows the annual export 
share for Canadian durum wheat from 
2018-22.

Canada averaged approximately 
4.5 million tonnes of durum wheat 
exports over this period making Canada 
the largest durum exporter in the world.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2023

Italy 19%

Morocco 19%

Algeria 17%

United States of 
America 13%

Turkey 6%

Japan 4%

Tunisia 4%

Nigeria 3%

Peru 3%

Belgium 2%

Other 10%

4.5 million
tonnes
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