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Short History of 
Prairie Wheat 

Red Fife
Marquis 



Source: Mccallum, Brent & DePauw, Ron. (2008). A review of wheat cultivars grown in the Canadian prairies. 
Canadian Journal of Plant Science. 88. 649-677
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It All Began With Red Fife

Sources: The Review-Advertiser, Claresholm,  May 1928 & Ontario Agricultural College Review, May 1932 
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Red Fife vs. Marquis 
Ontario Agricultural College Review, April 1911 Ontario Agricultural College Review, May 1932
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“Manitoba” Wheat Feeding the World

Sources: Canadian Grocer, Vol. 24, 1910 & Archives of Manitoba, 2014 & Antimo Caputo, 2025



Largest
Markets for
Canadian
Cereals

A large portion of the grain
produced in Canada is exported.

Durum
Non-
Durum

91% 69%
51+
Countries

78+
Countries

The Canadian milling industry remains the largest 
buyer of Canadian wheat. Between 2019 and 2023, 
Canadian millers processed 3.2 million tonnes of 
wheat per year on average.



Canadian 
Wheat Exports
This chart shows the annual export shares 
for Canadian non-wheat 
from 2020 to 2024.

Canada averaged approximately 
19 million tonnes of non-durum wheat 
exports over this period.  

The versatility of Canadian wheat and need 
for high quality drives demand across 
diverse markets.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2025



Keeping 
Canadian Cereals 
Competitive
Testing wheat from top exporting markets 
and comparing it to Canadian Wheat 
quality and functionality. 100% RUSSIAN 100% CWRS



Canadian 
Durum Exports
This chart shows the annual export shares 
for Canadian durum wheat 
from 2020 to 2024.

Canada averaged approximately 
4.5 million tonnes of durum wheat exports 
over this period making 
Canada the largest durum exporter 
in the world. 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2025
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Grain Farming in Canada





Wheat Yield



Canadian Wheat
 

• 10 Wheat Classes in the West
• 7 Wheat Classes in the East
• Many varieties for growers to choose 
• Each class with different 

specifications for milling and end 
products
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Share of Total 
Wheat Production,
by class, 2024

This chart shows the distribution of 
wheat production by class in the 
latest growing season. CWRS 
remains the top class produced, 
followed by CWAD and winter 
wheat varieties.

Canada Western 
Amber Durum 
(CWAD), 17%

Canada Western 
Red Spring 

(CWRS), 63%

Canada Prairie 
Spring Red (CPSR), 

6%
Canada Northern 
Hard Red (CNHR), 

3%

Other spring 
wheat, 3%

Winter wheat, 8%
35 million tonnes

Source: Statistics Canada, December 2024
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