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What is an MRL?

MRL = Maximum Residue 
Limit

An MRL represents the 
maximum amount of pesticide 
residues that are expected to 
remain on a food product when 
the pesticide is used according 
to label directions.

Source: CropLife Canada
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• In Canada, MRLs are set by Health Canada. 
• MRLs are often set 100 times or more below 

levels that would have any impact on human 
health.

• MRLs ensure that pesticides are being used as 
they are supposed to be by farmers. 

• Not a measure of food safety.
• Used primarily for trade purposes.
• Canadian Crops must meet the MRLs set by 

the destination country in order to avoid 
trade disruptions.

MRLs in Canada

Source: PMRA
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111.07ppb= 0.11107ppm





0.11107ppm < 0.28ppm
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0.11107ppm
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“A health assessment by Health Canada has also confirmed 
there are no risks of concern to human health when 
glyphosate-containing products are used properly according 
to product label instructions.”

“In 2022, the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) carried out a hazard assessment of 
glyphosate and concluded that it did not meet 
the scientific criteria to be classified as a 
carcinogenic, mutagenic or reprotoxic 
substance. EFSA used ECHA’s hazard 
classification for the purposes of the EU risk 
assessment on glyphosate.”

“EPA scientists performed an independent 
evaluation of available data for glyphosate 
and found no risks of concern to human 
health from current uses of glyphosate. 
Glyphosate products used according to label 
directions do not result in risks to children or 
adults.”
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The Dose makes 
the Poison
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What about MLs?

• Apply to food 
contaminants

• Include contaminants 
like deoxynivalenol 
(DON) and other 
mycotoxins and heavy 
metals



Ergot
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Keep It Clean Program

Keep it Clean is a joint initiative that provides growers and crop advisers with 
resources for growing market-ready crops. 

This includes providing timely updates on potential market risks and resources 
for on-farm practices to ensure crops meet the standards of domestic and 
export customers. 



Krista Zuzak
Director, Crop Protection 
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kzuzak@cerealscanada.ca
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